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who had hitherto been very jealous of English intervention,
encouraged Fox to raise Irish questions at Westminster.
The recall of Fitzwilliam gave Fox an opportunit}T of
discussing Irish affairs without any impropriety, and on
May 19, 1795, he made a speech on that subject in which
he laid down his views very clearly on Irish policy.1
The subject of the debate was a motion by Mr. Jekyll,
" That an humble address be presented to his majesty, that
he will be graciously pleased to direct that there be laid
before this House such part of the correspondence between
his majesty's ministers and Earl Fitzwilliam, late Lord-
Lieutenant of Ireland, as relates to the motives and grounds
of his lordship's recal from the government of the said
kingdom, during a session, In which the two Houses of
Parliament had voted their confidence in him, and their
approbation of his conduct, and had granted supplies for
the general exigencies of the state, with a munificence un-
paralleled in the annals of that country."
1 Cf. Memorials and Correspondence, vol. Hi. pp. IOG-IOI. "In a post-
script to the last letter I wrote you, I told you a report of the Ministry here
having disavowed Fitzwilliam ; I did not then believe it, but it is turned
out to be true, to a greater extent even than the report. He is to come
home immediately, and states himself publicly to have been betrayed and
deserted, not only by Pitt, but by the Duke of Portland. The business will
I hope be made public soon in all its parts. At present it is very unintelligible,
but I feel myself quite sure that Fitzwilliam will turn out to be as much in the
right in all its points, as he is clearly so, in my judgment, with respect to the
measures about which the difference between him and the Ministry is said to be
the widest. I am told they gave out that the Catholic Bill is the real cause of
his recall and that the question of Beresford Attorney-General, etc, is com-
paratively of no consequence. Now as to the Catholic Bill, it is not only right
in principle, but after all that was given to the Catholics two years ago, it seenis
little short of madness to dispute (and at such a, time as this) about the very little
which remains to be given them. To suppose it possible that now that they are
electors they will long submit to be ineligible to Parliament, appears to me to be
absurd beyond measure, but comrnonsense seems to be totally lost out of the
councils of this devoted country. In Ireland there is, as you may suppose, the
greatest agitation; addresses from all parts marking respect and attachment to
Fitzwilliam and his system, and implying of course the contrary to Ms successor,
whoever he may be, and to the old system which he is to revive. I think this
business has made great impression here, but whether it will have any effect
God knows.35